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5. Progress towards Zero 
Waste around the world

www.zwia.org

www.GRRN.org

www.no-burn.org (GAIA)

http://www.zwia.org/
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NEW ZEALAND

Over 70%
of communities 
have declared 
a Zero Waste 

strategy



Prince Edward Island, 
Canada

 Whole island has door to door 
collection of recyclables and 
compostables



California

 As a result of a state law passed in the 
early 1990’s hundreds of California 
cities exceeded over 50% diversion 
from landfills and incinerators by 2000

 Some communities said why stop at 
50%, why not 60%, 70%…

 Why not aim for Zero Waste?

 30 cities over 70%











Italy

 Over 2000 communities in Italy are 
achieving over 50% diversion using 
“door to door” collection systems

 Over 200 communities achieving over 
70% diversion



Italy

Novara - (a city near Turin, 
population = 100,000) 
achieved 70% diversion in just 
18 months!



Italy

The Treviso region - 22 
communities averaging 76% 
diversion (Priula consortium)

 4 communities > 80%



Italy

Villafranco d’Asti
(Piedmont, population 
30,000) has reached 85% 
diversion



Zero Waste 



Zero Waste 

Yes We Can!



Zero Waste 

Yes We Must !!



Zero Waste 

Yes We Will !!!



Conclusions

 We do not need mega-landfills or 
incinerators!

 There is a better alternative 

 The ZERO WASTE strategy is 

 Better for our health,

 Better for the economy,

 Better for our children, and

 Better for the planet!



Three final messages

 1. To citizens - don’t let the 
experts take your common sense 
away

 2. To politicians - put your faith 
back in people

 3. To activists -

 HAVE FUN!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



God

recycles,

The devil

burns


