
Incineration versus the 

Alternatives

Paul Connett, PhD
Executive Director

AmericanHealthStudies.org (AEHSP)

pconnett@gmail.com

Oxfordshire, October 8, 2009

mailto:pconnett@gmail.com


OUTLINE

Â1. Waste and the Big Picture

Â2. The arguments against incineration

Â3. The Zero Waste 2020 strategy

Â4. The Key Step Forward

Â5. Zero Waste Initiatives Around the 
World

Â6. Back to the Big Picture



1. Waste & 
the Big Picture



DIFFERENT TIMES DEMAND 

DIFFERENT QUESTIONS



DIFFERENT TIMES DEMAND 

DIFFERENT QUESTIONS

20
th

CENTURY

WASTE 

MANAGEMENT

ñ How do we get rid 

of our waste 

efficiently with 

minimum damage to 

our health and the 

environment ?ò



DIFFERENT TIMES DEMAND 

DIFFERENT QUESTIONS

20
th

CENTURY

WASTE 

MANAGEMENT

ñ How do we get rid 

of our waste 

efficiently with 

minimum damage to 

our health and the 

environment ?ò

21
st

CENTURY

RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT

ñ How do we handle our 

discarded resources in 

ways which do not 

deprive future 

generations of some, if 

not all, of their value ?ò



DIFFERENT TIMES DEMAND 

DIFFERENT QUESTIONS

20
th

CENTURY

WASTE 

MANAGEMENT

ñ How do we get rid 

of our waste 

efficiently with 

minimum damage to 

our health and the 

environment ?ò

The key issue
was SAFETY



DIFFERENT TIMES DEMAND 

DIFFERENT QUESTIONS

20
th

CENTURY

WASTE 

MANAGEMENT

ñ How do we get rid 

of our waste 

efficiently with 

minimum damage to 

our health and the 

environment ?ò

21
st

CENTURY

RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT

ñ How do we handle our 

discarded resources in 

ways which do not 

deprive future 

generations of some, if 

not all, of their value ?ò

The key issue
was SAFETY

The key issue is
SUSTAINABILIY


